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GOVERNMENT "DISCONCERTED’ OVER SOVIET STATEMENTS 





LD181702 Hamburg DPA in German 1513 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 18 Mar (DPA)--The Federal Government today said it was "disconcerted"™ 
over statements made by Soviet politicians who had attempted, while on private visits to 
the Federal Republic, to mobilize public opinion against the government. Government Spokes- 
man Kurt Becker told journalists in Bonn, after the cabinet meeting, that the Federal 
Government especially protested the publicly expressed view of Kremlin adviser Georgiy 
Arbatov that, in his opinion, Helmut Schmidt had made a mistake on the recent Soviet 
disarmament proposals. 

Becker asked the rhetorical question of what the reaction of the Soviet leaders would be 
if German Government spokesmen in Moscow, in a private capacity, made similar statements. 
He said that Arbatov's behavior did not correspond to “international convention and good 
manners." 


The head of the International Information Department of the CPSU Central Committee, Leonid 
Zamyatin, cancelled at short notice a talk on the same topic. Becker said in reply to 
questions that the government had not influenced this decision. 


DEFENSE MINISTER COMMENTS ON MILITARY READINESS 





LD181628 Hamburg DPA in German 1441 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 18 Mar (DPA)--A violent argument on the operational capability of the 
Bundeswehr broke out today between the gove:nment and the opposition. After Federal 
Defense Minister Hans Apel had today briefed the Bundestag Defense Committee on the economy 
measures decided upon at the closed session on arms, the deputy chairman of the CDU/CSU 
Parliamentary Group, Manfred Woerner, said that after the extensions [of the period over 
which new weapons are to be introduced] and cancellations, the armed forces will no longer 
be in a position to completely fulfill their mission. 


In a discussion with DPA, Apel took the opposite view. 


Speaking for the SPD Parliamentary Group, Paul Neumann said that the Bundeswehr's opera- 
tional capability is not endangered. 


In the discussion with DPA, Apel said, after the session of the defense committee, that 

he had made it plain to the deputies that all important weapons projects, which are also 
important for NATO, are running on schedule. He said those which have not yet been ordered 
would come with delays of 1-3 years. He said that Inspector General Juergen Brandt had 
said in response to this that the importance and the combat readiness of the Bundeswehr 

in NATO thus also would be maintained. The armed forces remain one of the West's best 
equipped armies. "We can completely fulfill our defense commitment in the NATO alliance." 
It is better to postpone one or the other weapons systems that have not yet been ordered, 
but which are certainly still necessary, to be able to finance ammunition stocks and fuel 
for the Bundeswehr. 


Looking forward to the first session on Thursday of the parliamentary investigating com- 
mittee, which involves the financial situation surrounding the Tornado combat aircraft, 
Apel said that he was convinced it was a good thing to bring the whole debate out of the 
Shadows of the committee meetings held so far. "Starting tomorrow, discussions will be 
frank and public.” 
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‘Weapons Procurement Assured’ 
LD181324 Hamburg DPA in German 1050 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 18 Mar (DPA)--Federal Defense Minister Hans Apel told members of the 
Bundestag Defense Committee that despite strong financial pressure the procurement of the 
major weapons ordered for the Bundeswehr--the Tornado plane, the Leopard II tank and the 
multirole frigates--is assured. 


According to information possessed by DPA, Apel did, however, point out at the defense 
committee's secret session that the increase in prices of the weapons systems would have 
to be taken into account additionally in the federal finance plans. 


FOREIGN MINISTER URGES NONINTERFERENCE IN POLAND 





LD182144 Hamburg DPA in German 1954 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Berlin, 18 Mar (DPA)--On the eve of his trip to Warsaw, Federal Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher (FDP) underlined that the Federal Republic intends to give Poland 
economic aid but will on no account interfere in the country's intemal affairs. Speaking 
this evening at the Berlin FDP land party conference, Genscher said that the Polish 
people, the leadership and the social groups in the country are able to determine their 
owndestiny. The Federal Government hopes that all the other signatory states of the Final 
Act of the European Security Conference in Helsinki will also exercise this restraint and 
noninterference in Poland. 


Departs for Warsaw 
LD191112 Hamburg DPA in German 0946 GMT 19 Mar 51 
{[Summery] Bonn, 19 Mar (D?A)--Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher flew to 
Warsaw this morning for 2-day talks with Polish leaders. His talks will focus on Poland's 


economic difficulties, Poland's wishes regarding Western credits and the development of 
East-West relations. 


Genscher will have talks with party chief Stanislaw Kania, Premier Wojciech Jaruzelski, 
Foreign Minister Jozef Czyrek and Council of State Chairman Henryk Jablonski. 


CABINET EXTENDS GUARA. TEES FOR EXPORTS TO POLAND 





LD181624 Hamburg DPA in German 1501 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Bonn, (DPA)--On the eve of Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher's 
visit to Poland, the Federal Cabinet today extended the framework of state guarantees for 
exports to Poland by DM150 million. This is intended, in view of Poland's great economic 
difficulties, to ensure that the urgently needed supplies of German semimanufactured goods 
and additional food aid for Poland has state guarantees. 


Government Spokesman Kurt Becker told the press in Bonn that the Federal Government 
expects that of the increased guaranteed amount, DM130 million will apply to Poland's 
import of semimanufactured goods and DN20 million to supplies of food. 
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LAMBSDORFF INTERVIEWED ON SOVIET GAS LINKUP 





DW181126 Hamburg ARD Television Network in German 1900 GMT 17 Mar 81 


{Excerpts from reporter Kronzucker interview with Minister of Economics Otto Graf 
Lambsdorff in Washington; date not given--recorded] 


[Text] [Question] The Federal Republic plans a linkup with the natural gas network 
of the Soviet Union. The Americans view this with concern. Were you able to eliminate 
some of that concern when you visited the State Department today? 


[Answer] Secretary of State Haig asked whether this would not create too much political 
dependence on the Soviet Union. I pointed out that the Federal Government examined 

this problem very carefully prior to signalling agreement to the German gas companies 
with regard to concluding the natural gas deal with the Soviet Union. I pointed out 

that we are in a position to react sc flexibly in case of supply problems that no serious 
disruptions will take place. Thus, one can assume that there will be no political 
dependence. Naturally, I had to point out in addition that the Federal Republic of 
Germany must import energy, and that, unfortunately, it will never be able to exist with- 
out some dependence in this field. The American side accepted these explanations with 
understanding. 


[Question] So the difference of opinion will remain although in a friendly form? 

[Answer] In a very friendly form, and regarding a different opinion, naturally, one 
cannot fully eliminate reservations of a political nature with even the best explanations. 
On the other hand, it is clear that our decision to conclude this deal, if it is to be 
made by the banks and firms, will prevail. 


DEPUTY SAYS SAUDIS INTERESTED IN ‘LIMITED SUPPLIES’ 





LD181306 Hamburg DPA in German 1115 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Bonn, 18 Mar (DPA)--In connection with Saudi Arabia's desire for German weapons, 
Saudi Foreign Minister Faysal al Sa'ud is prepared to explain his country's policy to 
the Bundestag Foreign Affairs Committee. On his return from a trip to the Middle East, 
FDP Deputy Juergen Moellemann also told journalists in Bonn today that Committee Chair- 
man Rainer Barzel has been informed of this fact. Moellemann said that Barzel will 
invite the foreign minister to Bonn and that the foreign minister will probably also 
take this opportunity to have talks at the government level. 


Moellemann, who is the FDP's foreign and security policy expert, also said that, con- 
trary to earlier reports, Saudi Arabia is emphatically not interested in the Tornado 
combat plane. This decision was given to him as Riyadh's definitive attitude. The 
Saudi Government also described all the figures mentioned in connection with the Saudi 
wishes regarding weapons as “grossly exaggerated." The fact is that Saudi Arabia is 
interested only in ‘very limited supplies." 


PAPER VIEWS DIVERGENT INTERESTS IN SAUDI TANK DEAL 





DW181131 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 17 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] Prior to Chancellor Helmut Schmidt's trip to Saudi Arabia by the end of Apri’\, 
pressure on the government regarding arms exports is increasing. 
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Rolf Redenstock, the president of the Association of German Industries, after his visit 
to the oil-producing country, said that the possible sale of German tanks was an “issue 
of fundamental importance" for political relations between the Federal Republic and 
Saudi Arabia. Rodenstock talked about a “touchstone” and called upon the Germans 

not to “bury their heads ir. the sand" any longer, because otherwise a freeze in economic 
relations with this important partner would have to be expected. This clear a warning 
was not even given by Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Fahd in his much quoted and often 
interpreted SPIEGEL interview early this month. 


But the opposition to the tank exports still exists. It has its strongest bastion in 
sections of the SPD. The special arms exports investigating comaission will reject the 
transaction, Deputy Horst Ehmke said at the end of February. The Israeli lobhy with 

its numerous friends also plays an important role. Thus, the opponents and proponents 

of arrs supplies to the oil region are balanced. But between them is a large group of 
undecided people vacillating between "restraint" and the willingness to “review in principle" 
the conditions of arms exports, as Defense Minister Apel admitted recently. In this 

respect, Rodenstock has pointed to economic interests. 


The federal chancellor maintains restraint. He would like his trip at the end of April to 
be seen as a factfinding mission with everything in abeyance up until then. However, 
Schmidt is already talking clearly enough about the “big creditor" Saudi Arabia. Therefore, 
he has to allow others to inform the market nd the German public. 


DIE WELT URGES USSR TO ANNOUNCE MANEUVERS 





DW181136 Bonn DIE WELT in German 18 Mar 81 p 6 
[Commentary signed W.H.E.: "Urgent Request”] 


[Text] The American appeal to Moscow to inform the West about maneuvers on the territories 
of Poland, the Soviet Union, the "GDR" and the CSSR is atest of CSCE agreements on 
“confidence-building measures"--which means observation of maneuvers. The purpose of such 
measures can only be to prevent the coming about of crisis situations by making larger 
military operations more obvious. The current staff framework exercises of the Warsaw Pact 
give one a fatal reminder of events preceding the 1968 invasion of the CSSR. Washington's 
appeal must therefore be interpreted as a signal of alarm and of intensified American 
attention. 


If the Soviets are concerned about decreasing the tension of the situation, they ought 
to give information--independent of the valid criteria in line with CSCE agreements on 
the announcement of maneuvers. Instead, however, the Soviet and the Polish press carry 
polemics. This can only lead to growing mistrust on both sides. 


FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU PLEADS FOR ARMS REDUCTION 





DW181319 Frankfurt FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU in German 18 Mar 81 p 3 
[Karl Grobe editorial: "The Voice of Europe") 


[Text] When Gen Alexander Haig was still just slated for the post of U.S. secretary of 
state, he commented on war and peace to Congressmen in Washington stating that sometimes 
U.S. interests are more important than adhering to international treaties. This made 

the people in Europe feel rightly shocked, and not only in the opinion of some governments. 
In the meantime, however, Haig has been keeping his tongue under better control, so that 
at least the governments have stopped feeling horrified. They even pride themselves on 
having found a While House advocate for Europe in the person of Alexander Haig. 
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Haig does not even belong to those who primarily determine President Reagan's foreign 
policy. “The President makes the foreign policy of this country and not the State 
Department ,"” announced James Brady, Reagan's press spokesman. And that is bad enough, 
buc in the President's world of ideas, there is not much space left--due to all the gun 
wmoke and the sinister communist character who should best be handled with the con- 
vincing argument of arms (without necessarily firing them)--not much space for somewhat 
more refined ideas. Confrontation, however, can also be achieved through talking about 
it and through armament, and here Reagan's predictions would fit beautifully. 


Responsible European politicians still appear outwardly calm. They can't do much else 
in view of having given up sovereignty over defense and armament policy to the advantage 
of NATO. According to the current doctrine of Bonn, London and probably also Paris, 
only the United States can guarantee the continued existence of European societies as 
they are today~--at least against challenges and threats from without. As long as readi- 
ness to talk eaists between the two superpowers along with the will to avoid wars, this 
is certainly so. Federal Foreign Minister Genscher is right in this sense in pointing 
out to the SPD faction the Americans’ readiness for talks. 


Readiness for talks is not yet the — to hold talks, particularly if icy mistrust 
exists between those who ought to talk. Yet those do not argue at random, who press 

for the second part of the “dual decision” on rearmament and negotiations, warn against 
the existence of an acute danger and claim that so-called counterarmament is probably 

a closed issue, while merely so-called taiks will probably take place in the near future 
instead of disarmament talks. 


To put it bluntly, even if Belgium and The Netherlands do not let any “Eurostrategic™ 

arms into the country, even if France, which anyway is not an integrated part of NATO, 

is spared the effects of the 1979 decision, there will be some counterarmament anyway 
including as many Pershing II and cruise missiles as possible. If this is impossible 

on the Western side of the Rhine, it will take place on the Eastern side. This would 
confirm the Soviet fear of a threat, something which makes Moscow deploy its SS-20 missiles 
as quickly as possible and fan confrontation in Europe even more. 


Thus, the generals, who get paid for it after all, are beginning to ponder about the 
height of the “nuclear tureshold.” In plain terms, this means whether war with nuclear 
“Eurostrategic” arms will become feasible--a war that would not automatically involve 
the United States, a war that would eliminate Europe between Brest and Brest-Litovsk-- 
maybe up to the Volga--sparing the United States. 


But at this point at the latest a gap exists between the interests of the Europeans--of 
all E. ropeans--and the superpowers--both of them. The small states in the Eastern 

part of the continent do not have the strength to halt their ally. They will have even 
less if the West Europeans do not make up their minds to speak with one voice on the 
other side of the Atlantic. If Europe is not to become the theater of collective anni- 
hilation, the statesmen of Western Europe must jointly and cohesively make it clear to 
the American President that they will not permit a policy of tension. They must do 
everything to make the United States pursue a foreign policy aimed at avoiding war. 
Europe's survival depends on talks about arms and their reduction and not on the language 
of arms. If Alexander Haig is unable to make that clear to his President, the Europeans 
must do it, jointly and emphatically. 


COMMENTATOR CRITICIZES U.S. NORTH-SOUTH POLICY 





DW181300 Cologne Deutsche Welle in German to North America 0210 GMT 18 Mar 81 
[Peter Baum commentary: "The U.S. Third World Policy Alarms the Europeans” |] 


[Text] The U.S. North-South policy now has been given shape so that its outlines are 
clear. What is revealed increasingly alarms the Europeans and in particular the Bonn 


government. 
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Almost daily we hear from Washington, which boasts of strength. opinions on development 
policy which hardly square with the spirit of North-South policy as it is understood by 
Bonn, for instance. Whether the Americans really mean what they say about coordination 
within the Western alliance will also have to be judged by the degree to which the 
European interlocutors succeed in soothing Washington on this issue again. 


According to recent reports, Washington will not participate in the sixth world trade 
conference, UNCTAD, which is scheduled to take place in 1983, because, they argue, it 
will be held in Havana. This statement only confirms the impression that Reagan's team 
intends to pursue a Third World policy solely from a foreign policy point of view. This 
manifests itself also and above all in the U.S. resolve to reduce its cooperation within 
multinational bodies like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, and instead 
put its stakes increasingly on bilateral purposeful cooperation with friendly states in 
the Third World. This abrupt change in the course of U.S. North-South policy also has 
something provocative about it. The Americans have, for instance, blocked the UN Law 
of the Sea Conference with the cool and even offensive statement that they have yet to 
study thoroughly that result which was achieved in 7 years of laborious negotiations. 


We would be able to show understanding for the new political course of the Americans 

in this field especially after Afghanistan, if this new course were initiated moder. ely, 
meaning without tested principles and mechanisms simply being brushed aside. This danger 
exists, however, if for example in its 1982 budget Washington cuts the means for mlti- 
national bodies by nearly $1 billion and jeopardizes the financial bases of the World 
Bank and its branch organizations. In the present situation, the World Bank is almost 
unable to meet credit wishes of the Third World, which are due above all to oil price 
hikes. Nor does Washington seem to be inclined to enable the International Monetary 

Fund to play the necessary role in transferring the growing petrodollar surplus to the 
poorer states. But all this and more than this were the targets that all Western partners, 
including the then President Jimmy Carter, jointly advocated at the 1980 Venice economic 
summit. 


In the North-South policy, a dissention is emerging between America and the Europeans, 
unless the European interlocutors succeed perhaps in exerting some influence when it 
comes to formulating the U.S. policy. Federal Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
definitely holds the view that the Third World should be given aid without any political 
strings, without any political conditions, in order not to make if difficult for these 
ctates to make their own sovereign decisions. The contrast between Genscher's stance 
and the tactical assessment by his U.S. counterpart Alexander Haig just could not be 
greater. 


It is alarming to imagine that the Americans would keep to thir tard line. Economically, 
the world can be kept in balance only if tensions in the Third World do not turn into 
crises. If the Americans were to withdraw from the multinational bodies, the effect of 
the whole of development aid would be bound to decrease and the Europeans would have to 
consider to what extent the American deficiency could be offset. Politically, the 
prestige of the United States in the Third World would be at stake. But, the world 
cannot afford a superfluous confrontation at this time or a wrong solidarity of the 
developing countries which could be a possible consequence. 
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FRANCOIS-PONCET INTERVIEWED ON FOREIGN POLICY 





LD181009 Paris FRANCE-SOIR in French 17 Mar 81 p 2 


[Benoit Rayski “exclusive” interview with French Foreign Minister Jean Francois-Poncet: 
"Nobody Has the Right To Distort the Facts...."--date and place not given) 


[Text] Question: An article in PRAVDA which seems to be favorable to Valery Giscard 
d‘Estaing’s policy is causing a great stir in France. Should this be seen as « sign that, 
to cite the expression being used, “Brezhnev is voting for Giacard?” Is this interference 
in our internal affairs? 


Answer: The PRAVDA text has been distorted. It never mentions a “generally positive record.” 
That has been dreamed up by some commentators. PRAVDA's judgments are subtle. 


It is true they include the positive verdict: “France's positions on the international 
scene have been strengthened over the past few years.” But this obeervation is not being 
made in Moscow alone. It is also being made in Washington, Bonn, London ard Geneva. in 
fact, in all the big capitals. 


Distorted Facts 


I was in Vienna on Friday at a meeting between ten foreign ministers representing all 

parts of the world. All, be they Nigerian, Indian, Mexican or Swedish, observe this influence 
which France has on the international scene. France's voice ‘s heeded. Our country counts 
in world affairs. 


To what is this due? It is largely due to the authority, sangfroid, experience and influence 
of the president of the republic. There is only one place where this fact is disputed-- 
among the Elysee candidates. The reasons for this can easily be understood, but to claim 

that the international press’ assessments constitute “interference” in the election 
campaign is not a very responsible or credible affirmation. 


Question: Foreign policy is therefore a focal point of the election campaign. As foreign 
minister, you reacted strongly to Jacques Chirac’s recent criticiems. Why? 


Answe:: My reaction was strong but I think it was justified. I was not trying to deny a 
presidential candidate's rigut to express his ideas and criticisms, nor was I trying to 
intervene in an election argument. But as foreign minister, it is my duty and responsibility 
to ensure that the image France -r<sents tothe outside world is not distorted, because 

when it is distorted, it is not only the truth that is abused but France's credibility 

and interests which are damaged. 


I repeat that Mr Chirac is entitled to put forward a different policy. He is not entitled 
to distort the facts by error, omission or failure to understand what France says and does. 


Question: You talk of the facts being distorted. Could you be more specific? 
Answer: I could give you ten examples. I will take two particularly characteristic ones. 


First, Afghanistan: Mr Chirac claims that France took 3} weeks before reacting. That is 
a lie which has become legendary. 


The truth is as follows. The Soviet intervention took place on 27 December. The first 

French statement was made on 28 December. On 31 December, France took part in a meeting 

of the seven Western countries in London. On 2 January, it recalled its ambassador from 
Kabul. On 6 Januaty, its Security Council representative voted for a resolution condemning 
the Soviet Union. On 9 January, the cabinet solemnly recalled that “the events in Afghanistan 
violate the fundamental principles governing international life.” Those are the facts. I 

do not remember MrChirac taking a stance at that time. 
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To insineate that France “allowed Afghanistan to he invaded” not only deliberately ignores 
the facts but is an insult to France. It suggests that our country was a part to the 
operation. 


No Gift 


Another example is the “concestions” which we allegedly made to Britain in the European 
budget negotiations. In this casc, I would again like to counter unfounded accusations by 
the simple facts. What are the facts? Aftcr the agreement reached on 30 May last year, 
Britain's net contribution to the Community budget, in other words, the difference between 
what it pays to the Ten's common fund and what it receives from it, is more than Fr3.5 
billion this year, in other words, twice as much as the fvench contribution. France has 
not made any gifts to britain. 


The real gift would be proposing to renegotiate the entire treaty of Rome, and hence to give 
it the opportunity it dreams about of calling into question one of the treaty’s essential 
achievements--the common agricultural policy. 


Question: The government is also criticized for not meking France's voice heard.... 


Answer: Perhaps some people in France are afflicted with a special kind of deafness when 
it comes to France's voice. I note that this is not the case in Europe or in the world. 

It does not seem to be the case with Chancellor Schmidt, President Reagan or Mr Brezhnev, 
to take the most diverse examples. Nor is it the case with beng Xiaoping, the Spanish 
prime minister or the Kenyan president, who all chose France for their first visit to a 
foreign country. I could cite Mrs Kirkpatrick, the new U.S. permanent representative to the 
United Nations, in whose view France's foreign policy has met with more success than that 
of most countrivs. 


Europe's Voice 


But I will not only mention verbal evidence. The facts also provide evidence. As far as the 
Near East is concerned France's voice has become Europe's voice. That does not ruggest 

that France's voice Aas not been heard. Everybody remembers the effect of the president's 
trip to the Gulf countries and Jordan. 


What does the growing success of the French-African summits year after vear vefiect if not 
the interest with which France is heeded? 


I have just returned from Vienna where the revival of North-South dialogue was ‘iscussed. 
How many Western countries were represented? Only three, one of which was Franve. I could 
give many more examples. In fact, these accusations are irresponsible and have »ore to do 
with election polemics than with a concern for truth. 


Question: But it is being said that France is no longer heard to defend human rights? 


Amewer: If it were true that France kept quiet when human rights are at stake, it would be 
a serious matter because it would mean that France was failing in its vocation and its 
honor. But this is not the case. Quite the reverse. Let people judge for themselves: In 
1979, tens of thousands of men, women and children in Southeast Asia had to flee their 
countries in desparate condition or were threatened with famine in their country. Who took 
the initiative in mobilizing the international community? France. It was France which 
proposed the two conferences which were held in 1979--the one in Geneva on the Vietnamese 
refugees and the one in New York on humanitarian aid to Kampuchea. 


Sanctuary 
France--every presidentical c mdidate should make it a point of honorto recall--is a 


sanctuary open to all people whom misfortune drives from their homelands. France welcomes 
150,00 refugees. No other country in the world is making such an effort. France inter- 


vener at the highest level throughout the world to help individuals, communities or minorities 


who are harassed, threatened or persecuted. The president of the republic has irtervened in 
person many times to solve distressing human cases. 
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To ignore or dispute this fact is not only to deny the truth but to seriously -«dermine 
France's credibility. It is to undermine its present credibility but also the credibility 
of France in the past--a France which, on President Pompidou’s initiative, velcomed 6,000 
ChKileans on its territory. 


Quesiion: But some people accuse you of merely wanting to be on good terms with everybody. 


Answer: I have heard that criticism. I have also heard the opposite criticises: France does 
not agree with anybody. It is often the same people who make bothcriticisms. This is 
simply an indication that France is independent, that it does not determine iis position 
according to other countries but according to its own analyses. In short, Fraae is itself. 


People must realize once and for all that it is possible to have different views from your 
partners without failing in friendship or solidarity toward allies and that it is possible 
to hold similar views without practicing aligwment. 


Rather Disagree-dSle Criticisms 

Do I need to point owt that when France took practical action to successfully oppose 
foreign interference in Africa, it drew rather disagreeable criticisms fromthe Soviet Union 
and that, on the Near East issue, it has followed a constant line for which it has frequent- 
ly been criticized by the United States. 

France does not seek to incur or avoid criticisms. It says and does what it thinks is right. 


Question: Let's discuss the government's diplomatic initiatives. They give the impression 
of rarely producing specific results. 





Answer: At least your question admits that France was taken initiatives. Let's look at 
the results. 


It was France which was behind the formation of the European Council and the establishment 
of the Evropean Monetary System which constitute two fundamental elements in the consulta- 
tion and assertion of Europe. At the East-West meeting in Madrid, it is the French proposal 
on disarmament in Europe which is the focal point of discussions in the sphere of security. 


This project has been approved by all our allies without exception, recently, including 
the United States and t he Soviet Union has just taken a major step in that direction. 


The president of the republic is behind the summit meetings between the seven most highly 
industrialized countries (the first was held in Rambowillet in 1975) and these meetings 
have prevented the protectionist reactions to the crisis which made the 1929 crisis so 
desperately serious. 


Is there any need to recall the formation of an overseas nuclear policy council (in 
September 1976) and France's decision to refrain from exporting reprocessing plants to 
combat nuclear proliferation? 


Is there any need to recall the North-South conference proposed by the president of the 
republic, which made it possible not only to avoid a climate of confrontation being 
established between rich and poor countries but also to achieve a number of specific 
results such as canceling the debts of the poorest developing states? 


Strength and Constancy 


Question: Did the president of the republic not do Brezhnev a service by going to meet 
with him in Warsaw when Afghanistan was invaded’ 
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Answer: I have indeed read that people criticized the Warsaw meeting for having lent support 
to Mr Brezhnev. I note that this criticism was not leveled at the U.S. secretary of state 
who met with Mr Gromyko in Vienna a few weeks before the Warsaw meeting or at Chancellor 
Schmidt who visited Moscow a few weeks after the Warsaw meeting. Are we to conclude from 
this that France alone should refrain from talking with the Soviet Union? 


la fact, it was anything but support which the president of the republic gave Mr lirezhnev. 
Ke gave him «= warnin:s about the serious nature of the Soviet intervention and the .on- 
erquences it would have if it continued. I indicated that to the French parliament. My 
{tatements on the UN and National Assembly platforms bear witness to the strength and 
constancy of ovr condemation. 


With all dwe respect to those who are far removed from responsibilities, when peace is at 
stake, the statemon's duty is to persistently combine strong positions with the search for 
dialogue. 


The aim is not to win fleeting applause but to do what is necessary to safeguard peace. 
Those who say that the president of the republic ought not to have gone to Warsaw are the 
same people who, deep down inside, think that France is no longer capable of debating with 
the big leaders. They are the advocates of resignation. 


Poland Must Survive 


Question: With regard to Poland, has France taken a clear and firm enough attitude to the 
Soviets to deter them from intervening in that country? Was it necessary to recall, as 
Valery Giscard d‘Eetaing did recently, that Poland is in the USSR'’s sphere of influence-- 
4 Statemert which might be intervretrd as recognition of Soviet domination? 


Ansver: I will answer your second question first. No Polish official, not even the 
Solidarity trade unionleaders, has called Poland's alliances into question. The president 
of the republic merely pointed to the geographical and political situation which that stasxce 
reflects. France's attitude is perfectly clear. It has never varied. 


The president of the republic has jusi recalled that Poland must survive and that nobody 
has the right to interfere in events in that country. This stance is based on France's 
deep friendship and fei:ow feeling toward Poland and on the application of the non- 
intervention principle embodied in the Helsinki Final Act which is the foundation on which 
East-West relations have been developed. If that principle were viclated, there would be 
a deep and lasting crisis in those relations. We have stated that clearly and plainly. 


Question: Since Ronald Reagan has been at the head of the United States, people have had 
the impression that our foreign policy has changed and that it has moved closer to U.S. 
ideas... 


Answer: Those who have that impression cannot understand that France has an independent 
policy, that it determines its policy not on the basis of other countries’ policies but 

on the basis of its own analyses. They have difficulty in understanding that it is possible 
to have positions which are different from those held by your allies without betraying 
solidarity and that it is possible to have similar positions without practicing alignment. 


wat dialogue with the sew U.S. administration is based on those principles. in my talks 
with President Reagan and General Haig, | was able to ohserve that this policy is uwnder- 
stood sud accepted. 


An E,port Effort 


Question: Nonetheless, France is being accused of abandoning its interests in Africa to 
the Americans, especially in the health sphere.... 
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Answer: The government defends France's rights and interests throughout the world. That 

is its main duty and the main objective of its action. It does this by ensuring the 

spread of French culture and language, by supporting our industrialicts' export effort, 

by defending our farmers’ interests and by protecting our nationals when they are threatened. 
It defends our interests everywhere, as I have said. Of covrse, it does so in Africa. 


An ~tirely artificial argument has been trumped up over France allegedly abandoning its 
healch cooperation in Africa. This is a lie. Far from being reduced, this cooperation 
is going to be increased even furthes. This is desired by Africa and by France, which 
has unparalleled tools for such cooperation vith its research laboratories and institutes. 


Other countries will join us--their action wil) complement ours. There is no question of 
their action replacing ours. I leave to those who want to make disease in Africa their 
preserve the sorry responsibility for their egoism. 


Question: Has there been no change on the Near East either? We nonetheless warmly wel- 
comed President as-Sadat whom we had seemed to be cold-shouldering because of his peace 
treaty with Ierael.... 


Answer: No, there has been no change. You will see an illustration of what I have just 
said because, as far as the Near East is concerned, the French and American stances are 

not the same. We publicly admitted this in talks with General Haig in Washington. Europe's 
position consists in guaranteeing Israel's existence, security and borders and settling 

the Palestinian problem in a just way. This is a just and balanced stance which keeps 
faith with the dual French tradition of friendship with Israel and the Arab world. 


Question: Generally speaking, what is the great idea which guijes French foreign policy? 
Answer: To ensure that France, through its independent policy and fidelity to its 
alliances, holds it rank, assumes its responsibilities, defends its interests and helps 


maintain peace. That is what it is doing. I <wes this to the president's authority 
and international audience. 


L'HUMANITE VIEWS PRAVDA REMARK ON GISCARD 





LD181455 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 16 ‘ar 81 p 1 
[Editorial: "Generally Negative") 
[Text] LE MONDE, which on Friday carried the headline: "PRAVDA Makes ‘Generally 


Positive’ Assessment of Giscard d‘Estaing's Action," was forced to admit on Saturday 
that this phrase does not appear in the article in question. 





It was its Moscow correspondent, it tells us, who added the quotation marks. However, 
instead of condemning the guilty party, the paper does its utmost to justify his action. 
Though in a somewhat pitiful manner, it is true. 


According to LE MONDE, it was merely an unfortunite and unimportant “oversight.” However, 
it fails to explain why the phrase appears three times in the report--every time in 
quotation marks. A triple oversight. 


Nobody can doubt the fact that this newspaper--from its Moscow correspondent to its 
editorial staff, via its foreign desk chief--has deliberately mounted a political attack, 
based on a clumsy trick, not on PRAVDA, which is beyond its range, but on the PCF's 
presidential candidate. 
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All the major government-controlled media immediately, and in perfect synchronization, 
relayed the faise report to tens of millions of French people. The radio and television 
channels were very careful not to restore the truth when they were able to check the 
information at source. AFP, which carried LE MONDE's “oversight,” refused on Friday 
night to carry excerpts from L'HUMANITE's editorial, which contained proof of the 
deceit. 


In a traternal stampede, B. Beregovoy of the PS, Labbe and Pons of the RPR and all the 
reporters of the Elysee Palace's radio and television services rushed to the battlement, 
obligingly provided to trumpet or hamer home the following message: "Brezhnev votes 
Giscard." 


So once again, we can see the “consensus"™ that is established between the Socialist and 
members of the majority when it comes to waging an anticommunist campaign on whatever 
pretext. 


The fact remains that the PRAVDA correspondent did write--as was his right as a journal- 
ist--an article in which he presented his analysis of the political situation in France 

on the eve [as published] of the presidential election. So that our readers can form 

an accurate idea of its content, we have published it in full on page three. The 

author Avers says--and this is the brief statement from which the entire operation was 
launched--that Giscard d'Estaing “has earned personal authority as a prudent and restrained 
politician, particularly in the international arena, where France's positions have recently 
become consolidated." 


This is an opinion which PRAVDA's Paris correspondent is fully entitled to express. It 
need hardly be said that we do not share it. And it is neither the first nor probably 
the last time that our analysis has not coincided with the positions of Soviet diplomacy, 
which is doubtless a victim of what is called the "obligation to reserve" common to all 
diplomacies. This obligation implies in this instance the failure to mention certain 
negative aspects in the legitimate desire for good relations with France and to safeguard 
peaceful coexistence. 


For sae years, the Soviet leaders have declared themselves satisfied with the development 
of relations with our country. To pretend to discover this now, in the middle of an 
election campaign, on the basis of a harmless remark by a Soviet journalists, and to 
conclude from it that the Kremlin is launching an official appeal for people to vote for 
Giscard reflects a crude political manipulation. 


All tie more so since the opinion expressed in this regard by PRAVDA--who could really 
doubt it?--has neither the intention nor the power to alter a single vote in the French 
electorate in the coming election. 


ia particular, it is unclear how such a position could harm F. Mitterrand, since Giscard 
d'Estaing has said that nothing fundamental separates him from the Socialist candidate 
and that he would vote for him against Georges Marchais. 


On the other hand, it is still abundantly clear, even after this storm in a vodka glass, 
that the French workers have no alternative than to vote for the Communist candidate, 
if they really want to halt Giscard d'Estaing's generally negative policy. 





PS: MARCHAIS MAKES JOINT GOVERNMENT ‘IMPOSSIBLE' 
LD181621 Paris LE MONDE in French 15-16 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] PS Executive Bureau member Michel Roczrd visited Toulon on 13 March to support 
Mr Mitterran¥'s candidacy im the presidential election. The Yvelines deputy expressed 
particular satisfaction at the PS unity, asserting: "It is strong and I have contributed 
to that." 
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Turning to Mr Marchais’ candidacy, Mr Rocard stated that although his candidacy clari- 
fied the situation, it “also complicates the conditions for forming a joint government, 
and even makes them impossible despite the Socialists’ attachment to the leftwins union.” 


IRAQ OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON TALKS WITH PREMIER 





JN181910 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1840 GNT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Paris, 18 Mar (INA)--Tariq ‘Aziz, Revolution Command Council member and deputy 
prime minister, met here this evening with French Premier Raymond Barre. Iraqi ambas- 
sador in Paris Nuri Isma'il al-Wa'is attended the meeting. 


Tariq ‘Aziz stated after the meeting that his current visit to France is concerned 

with exchanging views with the French Government on bilateral relations in the interest 
of the two countries. He added that such visits have become a tradition in our 
developed relations with the French friends. 


He pointed out that his talks with the French premier dealt in general with bilateral 
relations in various fields, problems in the region and international issues. He 
expressed satisfaction with his talks with Raymond Barre. 


Asked by journalists about the Iraqi-Iranian war, Tariq ‘Aziz stressed that Iraq's 
position is quite excellent and that Iraq is facing no problems. He pointed out that 
the Tehran rulers are responsible for the continuation of the war and all the perils 


entailed by it. 


He stressed Iraq's faith in peace and said: We want a just peace, but the other side 
is not concerned with peace. He explained that the peace efforts achieved no result 
because the Iranian side did not cooperate with them. He added that the Tehran rulers 
have adopted stands conflicting with peace, which cannot be attained by one side alone. 
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PLO OFFICIAL FARUQ QADDUMI ARRIVES FOR VISIT 





Statement on Arrival 


AU182007 Rome ANSA in English 1950 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Rome, 18 Mar (ANSA)--Faruq Qaddumi, diplomatic chief of the Palestine Liberation 
Or yanization (PLO), arrived in Rome this evening. Qaddumi will meet later this evening 

with the Vatican's secretary of state Cardinal Amstino Casaroli. Tomorrow he is slated 

to meet with Italian Foreign Minister Emilio Colombo. 


In a brief statement after he arrived at Rome's international airport, Qaddumi said that 
he and Colombo will exchange views on "the aspects of relations between the Italian and 
Palestinian peoples. We will also examine the latest developments in the Middle East”. 


He went on to say that “we of the PLO, insist that any international initiative aimed at 
resolving the Middle East problem must not ignore the fundamental rights of the Palestinian 
people--return to its own nation; creation of an independent state and self-rule. 
Palestinians and Arabs hope that the European nations can develop a more advanced vision 
with respect to the Palestinian question, particularly recognition of the PLO. 


"I am happy to be in Rome and I hope that bilateral relations will develop and progress." 


Speaking of his encounter with Casaroli, Qaddumi said they will discuss the latest devel- 
opments in the Middle East issue and the problems of Jerusalem. 


"Jerusalem must be defended as a holy city and should return as it was before the latest 
occupation of our territories in 1967." 


Meeting at Vatican 





LD182000 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 1800 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Faruq Qaddumi, the PLO No 2, is at the Vatican talking to Cardinal Agostino 
Casaroli, secretary of state. It is the first time that an official PLO rep” esentative 
has been received in the Vatican. The only precedent was last summer when a Catholic 
member of the PLO handed a petition to the pope. 





The contents of talks held this evening are being kept strictly secret. They most cer- 
tainly dealt with the main problems of the Middle East crisis. As is known, the Vatican 
has several times advocated the creation of an international statute for Jerusalem which 
embraces the holy places of the three greai. monotheistic religions, Christianity, Islam 
and Judaism. Tomorrow Faruq Qaddumi will be received bv Italian Foreign Minister Colombo. 


Vatican Communique 
LD182312 Rome Domestic Service in Italian 2130 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] The head of the political department of the PLO, Faruq Qaddumi, arrived in Rome 
today. This afternoon, he was received in the Vatican by Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, 
secretary of state. A communique issued by the Vatican press office at the end of the 
meeting explained that Cardinal Casaroli wanted to know the PLO point of view on the sit- 
uation in the Middle East and on the solution of the Israeli-Arab crisis in its various 
aspects, as the Holy See--the communique says--had already done and continues to do with 
all the interested parties. Tomorrow, Faruq Qaddumi will be received by Foreign Minister 
Emilio Colombo. 
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PLO, Vatican Contacts Reviewed 
AU190950 Rome ANSA in English 0825 GMT 19 Mar 81 


[Text] Vatican City, 19 Mar (ANSA)--The head of diplomacy for the Palestire Liberati = 
Organization, Faruq Qaddumi, was received here in the evening by the Vatican secretary 
of state, Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, icr consultations on the Middle East which marked 
a shift in relations between the Holy See and the PLO. 


At the end of the forty-five minute meeting, the first ever between the Vatican diplomat 
and the official foreign policy representative of PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat, Father Romeo 
Panciroli, the Vatican spokesman, reported that the PLO representative to Italy and Msgr 
Achille Silvestrini, the eecretary of the Council of Church Public Affairs, were also 
present. 


"In accepting the request for the encounter,” the spokesman said, “Cardinal Casaroli 
intended to learn directly the PLO points of view on the situation in the Niddle East and 
the solution to the Arab-Israeli crisis in its various aspects, as the Holy See has done 
and continues to do with all the sides involved." The spokesman identified the major 
issues discussed as: “How to reach a just and stable peace in the Middle East, the 
Palestinian problem, the question of Jerusalem and finally, the presence ef the Palestinians 
in Lebanon." 


Indicating the significant development in relations between the Holy See and the PLO 

the meeting represented, Vatican observers said it marked the de facto recognition of 
‘Arafat's organization as the voice of the Palestinians for matters in the Middle East, 
a standing for the PLO, which has no diplomatic relations with the Vatican, equal to that 
accorded Israel, the other side in the conflict. 


Earlier developments in these relations included a brief and informal meeting between 
Pope John Paul II and a personal envoy sent by ‘Arafat, ‘Afif (Safiyyih). During a 
Wednesday general audience in the Vatican on September 17. During this encounter, 
(Safiyyih) handed the pontiff a message from the PLO leader. A few days earlier, the 
PLO envoy met with the number two man in Vatican diplomacy, Msgr Silvestrini, but the 
contents of the discussion held during this informal encounter were not disclosed. 


Earlier last year, Palestinian sources reported an exchange of letters between ‘Arafat 
and the pope which included two letters from John Paul on the status of Jerusalem, 
problems in Lebanon and the Palestinian question. These same three issues have been 
discussed at length in conversations the pontiff has held over the past few months with 
a number of representatives from Middle Eastern countries. 


These meetings go back to the long talk the pontiff held with King Husayn of Jordan on 
September 1, 1980 and include the pove's encounter with the new Iraqi ambassador to the 
Holy See, Anwar Sabri ‘Abd ar-Razzaq, on December 18, and his conversation with Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Al Sa'ud al-Faysal two days later. At the end of this meeting 
a Vatican note reported that the pontiff had reconfirmed the position of the Holy See 
contained in a document released on June 30, “contrary to any unilateral initiative for 
the modification of the political status of Jerusalem." 


This Vatican document was drafted in response to the unilateral declaration of the Israeli 
parliament identifying Jerusalem as the “eternal and indivisible” capital of the Jewish 
state. The pope, at that time, said that he favored the principle that “the holy city 
might become the meeting place for the faithful of the three mouotheistic religions” 

and affirmed “the urgency of action to equitably settle the problem of the Palestinian 
people." Early last February, ‘Arafat sent a note to the pope to express his pleasure 

at receiving the papal message delivered to Muslim leaders to mark the anniversary of the 
birth of Muhammad. 








VII. 19 Mar 81 L 3 ITALY & THE VATICAN 


In a related development, a papal audience for the Israeli foreign minister, Yitzhag 
Shamir, had been scheduled for March 6 on Shamir's request but the meeting failed to take 
place because of a delay in the foreign minister's arrival from Mexico and his subsequent 
refusal to reschedule the audience for the after sundown beginning of the Jewish day of 
rest, Saturday. 


COLOMBO COMMENT® 9N REAGAN DEALINGS WITHR SOVIETS 





AU190842 Rome ANSA in English 0825 GMT 19 Mar 81 


[Text] Rome, 19 Mar (ANSA)--The “rough language” used by American President Ronald 
Reagan in dealings with the Soviet Union was identified as a means for provoking a reaction 
from the other side and reopening East-West dialogue on fresh ground by the Italian 
Foreign Minister, Emilio Colombo, in an interview slated for publication in the upcoming 
issue of SABATO. 


In his statement to the Italian weekly, Colombo also discussed Italian foreign policy in 
the area of detente and the situation in El Salvador. Speaking about firmness in dealing 
with the Soviet Union, noted as a key element in the policy of the new Washington 
administration, the foreign minister said that, from an objective point of view, this 
policy is based on the U.S.-Soviet declaration of Moscow made on May 29, 1972. “If, 
therefore, firmness means the unwillingness of the United States or any other country to 
unilaterally give ground before a break in the balance of world power and sertous danger 
for the stabilization of East-West relations and peace, then I will take the side in 
favor of everything that leads to the achievement of these objectives,” Colombo said. 


The diplomatic chief went on to discuss the “substantial” significance of the Italian 
effort to push forward the detente process. In this context, he noted that, "Especially 
because of the Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan, world public opinion has been 
forced to acknowledge that, far from lining up its own efforts with those of Western 
countries, the Soviet Union does not hesitate to inflict serious blows to detente policy.” 


As a preface to remarks on the situation in El Salvador, the foreign minister declared 
that the round of visits head of state Sandro Pertini will conduct to Mexico, Columbia 
and Costa Rica, beginning next week, will give him the opportunity to gather first-hand 
knowledge of those Latin American government's positions on matters in the strife-torn 
Central American state. "A highly complex situation now prevails in El Salvador,” the 
foreign minister said, “one which is difficult to fit into a preconceived framework.” 
Colombo went on to analvze the elements in the complex picture as. “forces of the rieht 
with a military background whose objective is to maintain a political situation linked 

to economic and social conditions which are untenable because they are unjust. There 
are, on the left, forces in opposition to the arrogance of the right but they are sullied 
by outside influences, like the Castroite influence, and forces within seeking to install 
a Marxist-Leninist inspired regime and not a puralistic system. This revolutionary 
front has its own militia which also takes victims in the country", Colombo continued. 

On the positive side, according to the foreign minister, “among the government forces, 
together with the more moderate cross-section of the military, there is the initiative 
of the Christian Democrat, Napoleon Durate, who, in extremely difficult conditions, is 
seeking to set in motion a democratic reform process. 


"As regards Italy," the foreign minister added, “we are convinced that it will be 
necessary to promote a political solution over armed confrontation.” 


The foreign minister concluded by noting that the signals indicating the possibility 

of a peaceful solution for the Salvadoran crisis now make it urgently necessary to mount 
a joint and “responsible” initiative involving the Socialist and Christian Democrat 
international. 
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MINISTRY CONFIRMS PNG STATUS OF CUBAN ENVOY 





LD181330 Lisbon in Portuguese to Europe 1230 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Portugal's charge d'affaires in Cuba, Francisco de Sales Mascarenhas, arrived 
in Lisbon this morning from Havana. He declined to make any statement on arrival. 


A late news report from the Portuguese news agency reaching our news desk says that a 

few minutes after Sales Mascarenhas had arrived in Lisbon the Portuguese Government declared 
the Cuban ambassador to Lisbon persona non grata. This report has since been coni{ wed by 
the Portuguese Foreign Ministry. 


This development represents in practical terms a nearly total breakoff in the relations 
between the two countries. 


Embassy To Remain Open 
LD190125 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0100 GMT 19 Mar 6i 


[Text] Quoting a source in the Cuban Embassy in Lisbon, the Portuguese news agency 
ANOP reports that the functioning of the Cuban diplomatic mission in Lisbon will be 
ensured by a charge d'affaires after the departure of Cuban Ambassador Estevez Perez, 
declared persona non grata by the Portuguese Government yesterday. 


BRIEFS 


GUN SALES TO PERU--In a communique released today, the Ministry of Defense stated that 
Portugal has in effect sold machinegun parts to Peru. Such deliveries were authorized at 
the endof 1980, after all legal formalities had been observed. The move, the communique 
stressed, falls within the normal framework of diplomatic relations between the two 
countires. [Text] [Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 2200 GMT 12 Mar 81 LD] 


MEDIA AGREEMENT WITH MOZAMBIQUE--Portugal and Mozambique have reached agreement on the 
opening of a joint Mozambican radio-MOZAMBICAN NEWS AGENCY office in Lisbon. The plan 
has been finalized during the current visit to our country by Leite de Vasconcelos, 
national deputy director of information of the People's Republic of Mozambique, who 

was yesterday received by Luis Fontoura, Portuguese secretary of state for social commu- 
nication. Eugenio Corte Real will be the Mozambican radio and news agency correspondent 
in Lisbon. Mozambique is the first Portuguese-speaking African country to make this 
kind of move in the sphere of mass media. [Text] [Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 14 Mar 81 LD] 
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UCD CHAIRMAN INTERVIEWED ON NATIONAL, PARTY MATTERS 





LD181625 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 15 Mar 81 pp 16-17 


[Sebastian Garcia interview with Union of the Democratic Center (UCD) Chairman Agustin 
Rodriguez Sahagun; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Question: Following the attempted coup, each political force adopted its stance 
on the solution which should be given to the situation, andthe UCD said that the preferable 
solution is cooperation among the political forces, without going as far as a coalition 
government. For what reasons did it adopt this stance? 


Answer: This is the stance for which the prime minister candidate, Leopoldo Calvo-Sotelo, 
secured confidence in the chambers. It was the stance which he and the party had put 
forward in the investiture and for which he received confidence. Without reopening the 
debate on this issue, which is now over, as he very properly said at the time in agreement 
with the party chairman, it is clear that the democratic system must be consolidated, and 
it seems essential that alternation in power, which is a fundamental and decisive element 
of that system, be preserved. 


Moreover, Alfonso Guerra himself in early February, gave a whole number of reasons jy 

a different government would have difficulties in its internal functioning, bearing .n 
mind that the programs are totally different and that the government must tackle all issues 
in its work. Combining and reconciling those programs and approaches would be tremendously 
complex. Moreover, within a few months we will be experiencing several partial elections, 
including the elections to the Galician parliament; confusion created among the electorate 
would be beneficial for nobody. 


Also, and without entering into another kind of reason, the parties left outside the 
government would find their political field facilitated. I regard as important the stance 
adopted by the UCD that the essential thing at present is to reduce the tension in society 
somewhat and strengthen the state, facilitating a clear exercise of authority, with stances 
which will defend the stability of this state, the democratic system and the constitutional 
order on all fronts. And to this end we believe that the best solution is that which has 
been put forward: That there should be a dialogue with the most significant political and 
parliamentary forces, carrying it out at the same time as the points of the program to which 
the UCD committed itself. 


Question: However, Popular Alliance leader Manuel Fraga says that the problem is that the 
UCD is the only party that does not realize what is happening. How would you rebut that 
accusation? 


Answer: Well, Fraga or other parties may make statements which are then necessary to 
substantiate. Look, the practice of sweeping criticisms does not suit me, and I believe 
that those who employ it are mistaken, »ecause it ends up by turning against them. ét all 
events, it seems to follow from past election results that it is not the UCD but others 
who do not realize, even if Mr Fraga believes the contrary. 


I have frequently said that I have the impression that what exists in Spain, in addition 

to the difficulties which may exist, is a psychological crisis based on those difficulties; 
the outcome perhaps of the fact that following the initial period of consensus, which lasted 
quite a long time and was necessary and desirable, there was a change to a situation-- 
especially over the last few months, at theend of 1980--of the utmost confrontation, in 
which, in my opinion, people went beyond the interplay between government and opposition 
and adopted stances which were not so much parliamentary as extraparliamentary, of criti- 
cisms which sometimes destroy the institutions’ image, because it is difficult for the 
public to distinguish between the personal and institutional aspects. 
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It seems to me that we should at this moment on the basis of dialogue create among every- 
body a political game which will always preserve the stances of government and opposition, 
but seeking, apart from the points of agreement, a reduction of tension, and this not only 
because of the nature of the situation which we are experiencing but also because it has 
become necessary over the last few months, when a certain distancing of public opinion 
with respect to the political game has occurred. 


I sincerely believe that, without affecting the roles of govenment and opposition, which 
have a fundamental function in the democratic system, it is desirable that dialectics do 
not exceed certain bounds. 


"Restore Enthusiasm for Democracy” 


I believe that it is necessary to restore the Spanish people's enthusiasm for freedom, as 
was made clear in the huge demonstrations on 27 February throughout Spain, anc I would cite 
Madrid as an example of the extent the Spanish people feel identified with democracy. 


It is necessary to instill enthusiasm in the Spanish people in the daily defense of the 
democratic system and peaceful coexistence, relax society somewhat and cause an attitude 
of respect to be again enhanced more each day. 


Questiou: Apart from this, how would the cooperation among the political forces be 
realized? 


Answer: Citizens’ cooperation in eradicating terrorism seems to me to be essential. It must 
be emphasized that terrorist actions have lost popular support. Thus in the Basque country, 
regardless of the demonstration concerning the Arregui affair, popular support is not the 
same today. The demonstrations of 1977 and 1978, which were called on the basis of 

opinions close to support for terrorist movements, involved thousands, whereas in 1980 

they attracted maybe a couple of hundred people. 


In this reduction or elimination of the support which terrorism seeks throughout Spain, 
the way in which politicians handle the issue is very useful: It is necessary to avoid 
the language and terms which the terrorists use and into which we can lapse in speaking, 
such as the expression “armed struggle,” for instance. It also seems to be that it is 
necessary to take a further step, which could lead to legislative actions with respect to 
the commandos supporting terrorism; and last, it is necessary to mobilize the whole of 
society for active citizens’ cooperation. 


People seem to become passive in societies in which terrorism operates. And the fact 

is that the terrorists, apart from arrogating to themselves the macabre right to dispose of 
other people's lives, have played at taking advantage of those who seek to base themselves 
on those actions on both sides, and this results in degrading society. The latter's atti- 
tude is therefore very important. To this end, cooperation among the political forces 
could be very useful. 


Another aspect in which dialogue seems to me to be essential is in the defense of the con- 
situtional order. We cannot allow the justification of terrorism, or attacks against the 
constitution on the basis of constant distortion of the facts or constant incitement to 
rebellion. Here we must act urgently, and in this connection it is necessary to appraise 
the decisions made at the last cabinet meeting, which were the subject of the first contacts 
with the political forces. 


We must not allow anybody to use the concept of nation ambiguously or claim the sole right 
to Spain's name or flag. We must ensure that Spain's name and Spain's flag are in all the 
places where they should be, and that the national values and symbols have everybody's 


proper respect. 
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Dialogue is also necessary for the final consolidation of the model of the state. It is 
necessary to ensure that a strong state emerges, which does not mean a centralist state, 
because the autonomous communities are also the state. It is a matter of authority being 
exercised and of having an administration which is capable in all fields and powers. 
Dialogue will be important for the laws of harmonization which will make it possible to 
establish smooth functioning of the coherent regional institutions, for enabling us to 
avert an overload inthe electoral timetables sf the autonomy processes, and last for 
consolidating and completing the Spanish autonomy model. 


Qsestion: So does the UCD rule out the reform of Title VIII of the constitution, which 
even leaders of the UCD itself have demanded? 


Answer: Title VIII needs a task of implementation, through the process which I me-tioned 
earlier. We are maintaining a dialogue which must be very broad, in which the issues and 
everybody's stances should take shape in order afterward to tackle the solutions. 


Another essential aspect is the surmounting of the economic crisis and the creation of 
employment. On the basis of the dialogue between the government and the social forces 
which was offered during she investiture session, it is necessary to tackle a realistic 
policy in order at least 10 maintain the level of employment and afterward to begin to 
reduce unemployment. And in this formulas of agreement with the trade union and employers' 
organizations can continue to be found. In this connection attention to small and medium 
enterprises is essential, because we must not forget that over 90 percent of jobs depend 
on this sector. Some appropriate measures to improve the system in ~hich it has to operate 
could be very opportune, as could reviewing the method of financing social security, which 
at present is functioning in a sense as a tax on manpower; that is, it is hindering employ- 
ment. 


Question: All this requires a practical form in which to implement it. How could this be 
done? By means of a kind of “shadow government," a monitoring committee, so to speak, 
or signed agreements? 


Answer: I believe that the best way is a continuous dialogue with the political and social 
forces. The measures taken by the government already indicate what could be achieved by 
this dialogue. It is less important what we call it. What we must do, on the basis of 

the attitude deriving from this dialogue, is develop confidence within society, seeking 
action that will help to strengthen the institutions and give prestige to parliament, 

the executive and all state bodies. 


“armed Forces Duty Performed Loyally” 


Question: One of the so-called state topics is the situation within the armed forces. What 
action whould be taken to prevent a repetition of a situation similar to the one that 
occurred on 23 February? 


Answer: First, a distinction must be made regarding the conduct of certain particular 
members of the armed forces and the state security forces. What emerged clearly wes that 
when the government was blackmailed these institutions, as such, loyally performed their 
duty to defend the constitutional order--a duty which thus took practical, not only 
theeoretical, form. Therefore, we must first be grateful to the armed forces for their 
clear-cut and practical conduct. This is reflected in the communiques issued by the meetings 
of our Executive Committee, urging the institutioyns concerned to carry out a thorough 
action. We must not create a witch hunt atmosphere or make generalizations, but ensure 
that the responsibilities of those involved are clearly defined and that they receive the 


proper legal response. 
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Any involvement by civilians which might have occurred must also be thoroughiy investigated—- 
including civilians who might have supported such plans. I believe that exemplary punish- 
ment of those involved and complete confidence in the implementation of justice in all its 
forms is extremely apt and positive; but at the same time it is logical that the public 

will want to see that firm action is being taken in these matters. Be that as it may, we 
political forces will demand this steadfastness and that the clarification be carried out 

to its final conclusions. 


"Tensions Surmounted in UCD" 


Question: Having outlined the possible action, the UCD’s present inturnal situation should 
be tackled so as to implement this plan. 


Answer: The UCD, as a ruling party, has experienced a special situation in recent months, 
and an outsider could confuse the party's situation with the specific situation that exists 
on ths eve of a congress. 


Ours is a pluralist party with a wealth of texdencies which makes it particularly attractive, 
because this pluralism enables it to embrace an extremely broad range of voter< 


But one must not confuse this precongress or congress situation, which to some extent has 
been exacerbated by the simultaneous emergence on the political calendar of several bills 
which imply that several differences exist among the various stances of UCD members--one 
must not, I repeat, confuse this precongress period, which is an electoral period, with 
the outcome of the congress and, above all, with the events of the months ahead. I firmly 
believe in the sense of responsibility and honesty of all UCD members, and am sure that 
they are honestly and somciimes passionately defending their specific stances on some of 
the bills currently being discussed. 


The UCD is fully determined that in addition to encouraging internal cohesion, within the 
wealth implicit in its pluralism, it will surmewni the precongress phase, and that now, 
without prejudice to the internal debate, any possibie ideas or apparent differences will 
also be overcome. Clearly, there are no splits or opposed sectors as such within the UCD-- 
only stances on specified points, which are both valid and good, because they contribute 

to the wealth of the debate, as long as they subsequently lead to a disciplined acceptance 
of the bodies responsible for reaching a decision. What she (CD will produce is a stance 
of clear support for the government. 


In this connection, some attention must be given to the meetings currently being held by 
the various UCD bodies. The UCD is involved in a thorough process of regeneration both in 
its organizational structures and in its internal functioning. The standard of specific and 
thorough political debate on specific and very important issues at the Executive Committee 
meetings that have been held has been found very satisfactory by those present. On Friday, 
we held a meeting to introduce all the executive secretaries to all the provincial chairmen 
and secretaries, and this is a good opportunity to encourage this process of communication, 
since another of the UCD's aims is to substantially improve the party's standards of 
internal and external communication in order to penetrate society. 


At Friday's meeting, as I was saying, people who might be considered to be more skeptical 
about the party's functioning consistently expressed great praise for the work that is 
being done. 





Question: There is a radically new element in this process of regenerating the pa:cy, 
namely the separation of the functions of party chairman and prime minister. What 
effects will this separation have on the UCD? 
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[Answer] I believe that the effects will be extremely positive. On the one hand, it 
permits the party chairman to devote .xclusive attention to party matters and the 
prime minister to devote exclusive attention to government matters. On the other 
band, cooperation between the two is comlete. We meet frequently, discuss matte *s in 
depth and are entirely in agreement. 


In view of the existence of this good understanding and coordination, which ve are organizing 
carefully at various levels between government and party, the functioning of political 
action is guaranteed and only advantages can derive from it. The UCD has three political 
phases, to use what is perhaps a somewhat specialized terminology. The fi-st phase is to 
support everyone concerned with decisionmakirg spheres in our nation, whether in centssl 
government, at municipal level or in any aspect of the administration; to support them 

in the ways I was talking about earlier--the supply of cadres, ideology, guidelines, and 

so forth. 


The second phase consists of beingconstantly prepared for elections when they occur. As 
I said before, we are approaching the elections to the Galician parliament and this 
implies an entire timetable which we will logically observe within the framework of the 
political strategy defined by the Political Council meeting to be held in early April. 


The third phase is te party's future, its consolidation, in short, the fundamental aspect. 
We must live attuned to society and our voters, expressing a continuous message, as I was 
saying, and ensuring that these messages reach and penetrate all the sectors that mke 

up the infrastructure of a center party's polttical structure--the entire combination of 
middle classes, members of the liberal professions, small entrepreneurs, workers and 
housewives.... In short, we must remain in permanent contact with then. 


GOVERNMENT SIGNS $500-MILLION CREDIT AGREEMENT 





LD172311 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1830 GMT 17 Mar 81 


[Excerpts] Finance Minister Jaime Garcia Anoveros and some 60 Spanish and foreign credit 
houses have signed an agreement for a credit of $500 million, some 44 billion pesctas, 
in Madrid today. 


After the signing, the minister said that Spain has had no recourse to the Eurocredit 
market for 3 years and that the favorable response to the request is due to this fact and 
also to the confidence in its future, in its capacity for work to overcome the present 
economic difficulties and also in the solidity and stability of the democratic 
institutions. 





The conditions attached to this Burocredit indicate that it will be for 8 years, with 
5 years grace, and that the rate of interest will be the U.S. preferential rate plus a 
margin of one-fourth for the whole term of the credit. 
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FINLAND 
LABOR MINISTER AALTO TO LEAVE GOVERNMENT 





LD181516 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1400 GMT 16 Mar 81 


[Text] Labor Minister Arvo Aalto is to leave the government. The Finnish Communist Party 
[SKP] Politburo decided today, at Aalto’s own initiative, to request his resignation from 


government membership. 


The politburo explained Aalto's return to the post of secretary general of the SKP by 
referring to the importance of the preparations for the party's congress in May. 


Here is a report by Pentti Lumme: 


The change of Finnish People's Democratic League [SKDL] ministers in the government was 
last di.cussed at the end of November last year. Then the Communists decided that the 
change of ministers was unnecessary, but now the change of ministers will take place in 
any case. 


Minister of Labor Arvo Aalto resumes the post of SKP secretary general. 


Aalto has been minister of labor in two governments since 1977, in Kaveli Sorsa's and now 
Mauno Koivisto's government. He has held the post of SKP secretary general since 1969. 
The exchange of SKDL ministers was discussed last autumn, and at that time it was men- 
tioned that Education Minister Kalevi Kivisto, who is chairman of the SKDL, should also 
leave the government. Now, the SKDL has said that this has not been discussed. 


According to an announcement by the SKP politburo, Aalto is leaving the government now in 
order to deal with the duties of SKP secretary general because thc pressure of work in 

the Central Committee has grown with the approach of the party congress in May. The forth- 
coming SKP congress is an important event, for there is nothing to indicate that the 
internal division in the party will be solved at the congress. Aalto represents the 
majority view, and apparently the party majority needs a man of Aalto's importance to see 
the congress home, and home particularly in a way which is the best possible for the 
majority. [end Lumme report) 


The Communists are proposing that Aalto be succeeded by the financial director of the 
housing board, Jouko Kajanoja, who is a member of the SKP Central Committee. The change 
of ministers is expected to take place on Friday at the earliest. 


ICELAND 


NEW LOS CONFERENCE DELEGATES LEAVE FOR U.S. 
WA0B0019 Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 12 Mar 81 p 27 





[Text] Two representatives of the Foreign Ministry are ready to leave for New York, where 
they will sit at the Law of the Sea Conference at the United Nations. They are Gudmundur 
Eirikeson, an expert on international law, and Ambassador Hans G. Anderson. On 21 March, 
representatives from the governing coalition will leave to attend. They are Benedikt 
Grondal (Social Democratic Party), Ludvik Josepsson (People's Alliance), Thorarinn 
Thorarinsson (Progressive Party), ard "yjolfur Konrad Jonsson (Independence Party) . 
Gennar GC. Schram, Jon Arnalds and Jon Jonsson will attend at a later date. 
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U.S., USSR CRITICIZED ON EL SALVADOR ISSUE 





LD181456 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 1130 GMT 18 Mar 81! 


[Excerpts] The foreign policy debate continues in the Riksdag. Olof Palme spoke this 
morning and be praised the government for its foreign policy declaration, the best 
issued by the bourgeois government, Palme said. Sut on some points he was -ritical, 
including the formulation of Sweden's foreign political obligations and the exemption 
given to the Sandvik Company for investments in South Africa. Olof Palme also took 
up the Telub affair [concerning military training to be given by the Telub Company 

to some Libyans] and accused the ministers concerned of lying to the Kiksdag and the 
constitutional committee. 


As regards the purely foreign political content in this debate it was a Riksdag debate 
without any hard exchanges of blows between the bourgeois government and the Social 
Democratic opposition. 


The government's declaration [by Foreign Minister Ullsten] covered the entire foreign 
political field dealing with Poland, Afghanistan, southern Africa and disarmament. 
The declaration also contained, among other things, a harsh attack on the American 
policy in El Salvador. 


[Begin Ullsten recording] If the American policy, moreover, is an attempt to provide 
a lesson on how the new administration intends to react in other, similar conflicts, 
there is full cause for the deepest anxiety. It is a dangerous and shortsighted policy 
to use small countries as examples in big power politics. Mr Speaker, it seems more 
than likely that the Soviet Union is trying to make use of the situation in El Salvador 
for its purposes. Nevertheless, it would be tragic if the United States once again 
were to show that it lacks the ability to understand the social and political 

realities behind the conflicts in the Third World. [end recording] 


NO DATE FIXED FOR PALME GULF MEDIATING MISSIOV 











NC142020 Paris AFP in English 1958 GMT 17 Mar 81 


[Text] Stockholm, 17 Mar (AFP)--Former Swedish Premier Olof Palme has not fixed a 
date for his next Gulf mediating mission to Iran and Iraq, his party said today, 
contradicting an earlier announcement that the mission would begin next week. 


The United Nations said on Monday that Mr Palme, leader of Sweden's opposition Social 
Democrats, would undertake his fourth un-sponsored Gulf mediation mission some time 
next week. 


But his party said today that the plans had not been finalised, although one of Mr 
Palme's collaborators on the missions would shortly visit both warring countries to 


resume contacts. 
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INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS COVER VAROSHA ISSUE 





NC182114 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1730 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] A new meeting in the framework of the intercommunal talks was held at the 
Ledra Palace Hotel today. 


A UN statement said that during the meeting, the first of the sixth round of the talks, 
the Varosha resettlement, under UN auspices, was discussed and continued. The state- 
ment added that the next meeting will be held on 2 April. At this meeting discussions 
will continue on the practical measures to be taken by both sides to promote good will, 
mutual confidence and a return to normalcy. 


In a statement before the meeting, Mr Gobbi, the UN secretary general's special 
representative in Cyprus, said that at the talks the Varosha resettlement issue is 
discussed on the basis of its own importance. Nevertheless, he added, outside the ‘alks, 
the issue is discussed in relation to other issues. He also said that the talks will 
continue until the sixth round is completed. At that time, it will be decided whether 
there will be a break due to the forthcoming elections. Gobbi said that, if it is 
necessary, he will go to New York during the talks recess to meet with UN Secretary 
General Waldheim. 


Ioannidhis, the Greek Cypriot representative to the talks, stated that there are great 
differences between the two sides on the Varosha issue. A suitable settlement of this 
issue, he added, will open the road to something better. He also said that the Varosha 
issue is not being discussed outside the talks in relation to the issue of reopening 
Nicosia airport. lLIoannidhis added that the Greek Cypriot side has not asked for a 
break in the talks owing to the elections. 


Onan, the Turkish Cypriot representative, stated that he does not know whether outside 
the talks anything else is being discussed in relation to the Varosha issue. He 
expressed the view that during the elections, it would be correct if there was a break, 
provided, beforehand, a date was fixed for their resumption. 


Suspension of Talks Opposed 
NC190914 Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 19 Mar 81 p 5 
[From the "Positions" column: "The Talks"] 


[Text] The suspension of the talks is being engineered under the pretext of the elections. 
This is unacceptable and a suspension would be a ruse to cover up the stagnation and 

to postpone an impasse. Such a ruse will neither help the talks nor help achieve a 
solution to the Cyprus problem. It will completely denigrate the talks and transform 

them officially into a parody--in fact a frozen parody. It will harm the Cyprus 

problem because every deceptive impression harms it. It will be deceptive to give as 

the only reason for the suspension the facts that the submitted Turkish proposals cannot 
serve as the basis for negotiations and that the Turkish side continues to refuse to 
submit proposals on the territorial aspect. 


The Greek Cypriot side has no electoral problem that could influence the talks. It has 
a problem with the Turkish stance in the talks, and if the Turkish side warts the talks 
suspended with the elections as an excuse, the Greek Cypriot side cannot be a purty to 
the deception. It has an obligation to tell the truth and to demand that Waldheim also 
tell the truth. 
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PROGRESS OF U.S. BASES TALKS REPORTEDLY SLOWS 





NC181543 Paris AFP in English 1453 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Athens, 18 Mar (AFP)--Talks between Greece and the United States on renewing the 
status of four American military bases in Greece are at breakdown point, a very reliable 
Greek source said here today. 


The major problem is what could be seen as an ultimatum by the Greek Government; U.S. 
military aid to Greece and Turkey should be in a ratio of 7 to 10. 


Observers here said the Greek negotiators, who are at the moment busy with other matters 
anyway, would not be satisfied with a vague American formula stating the need to maintain 
the balance of forces in the eastern Mediterranean. Any such formula would have to be 
accompanied by a positive reply to the request for military hardware that was officially 
put forward to the White House on Saturday by the Greek Government. 


American diplomats appear to have been surprised by the size of the request, and American 
sources said the Greek fears with regard to Turkey, a member of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Association, [NATO], failed to take into account the global objectives of NATO. 


General elections are due to take place in September or October this year in Greece, and 
this could have a bearing on the matter of the U.S. bases. 


Talks with various members of the ruling party give the impression that Greece is more 
interested in the balance of forces with Turkey than in border guarantees which Andreas 
Papandreou, leader of the Socialist opposition, has consistently called for. 


The head of the Panhellenic Socialist Movement, many of whose supporters are Greeks ex- 
pelled from Asia Minor by the Turks, still suspects that Turkey harbours expansionist aims 
concerning certain Greek islands in the Aegean Sea, including Samos, Khios and Rhodes. 


Such "guarantees" would take the form of reaffirmation of an April 1976 letter from then 
U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger to the Greek Government saying that Washington 
would strongly oppose the use of force to settle problems pending between Athens and Ankara 
in the Aegean Sea. 


Meanwhile, the talks on the bases were foundering largely due to the absence of Greek 
negotiators; the secretary-general of the Foreign Ministry and his deputies are in Ankara 
to examine matters relating to the Aegean while Foreign Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
is busy preparing for a European summit to be held in Maastricht, The Netherlands, on 
March 23 and 24. 


THESSALONIKI HOLDS PROTEST AGAINST FOREICN BASES 





NC171734 Athens TO VIMA in Greek 17 Mar 81 p 8 
{16 March correspondent's report] 


[Text] The people of Thessaloniki, in a march of about 7 kilometers, today demonstrated 
their desire for the withdrawal of all foreign bases from Greece. 


The march was organized by the Thessaloniki Committee for International Detente and Peace 
and started at 1730 from the Foinikas Settlement Square, and 3 and 1/2 hours later ended 
at Aristotle Square in the town center where the chairman of the Thessaloniki Committee 
for International Detente and Peace, Thessaloniki Mayor Mikhalis Papadopoulos, addressed 
a message of greetings. 





— 
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The demonstrators carried hundreds of placards with such slogans as: "“Peace--Detente-—- 
Disarmament *; “Out with the bases of death"; "Jorkers ask for peace and work"; "Drama has 
shown Hellenization,” The people who gathered along the march route in the streets of 
Vasilissie Olgas and Tsimiski showered the marchers with flowers. 


Protest Against VOA 
NC182150 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 18 Mar 81 p 9 


[Excerpts] Thessaloniki, 17 Mar--A message of the Thessaloniki Committee for Inter- 
national Detente and Peace calls on the people of Thessaloniki to maintain constant readi- 
ness and vigilance so foreign military bases will be banned from Greece, so the new Greek- 
U.S. agreement will not be signed, so the Pershing-II and cruise nuclear missiles will 

not be deployed inside the country, and so the neutron bomb will not be built. 


The government has not substantively replied to the issue brought up by the KKE parlia- 
mentary group concerning abolition of the “Voice of America" radio station. Moreover, it 
has refused to supply to the Chamber of Deputies the texts of the station's October 
broadcasts. 


A pertinent question has been asked, however, by Comrades K. Kappos, N. Kepesis, K. 
Vasalos and Maria Dhamanaki, who stressed that, “among other things, this station includes 
anti-Arab and cold war-style broadcasts that might result in relations between Greece 

and the Arab world being undermined." 


The government's reply, signed by Deputy Foreign Minister Rendis, said: "I inform you 
that the Rhodes ‘Voice of America’ radio station is operating on the basis of complex 
agreements, the first of which was signed in 1952. The status of the ‘Voice of America’ 
relay stations’ operation in our country is under negotiation, with the aim of revising 
it. The government follows the stations’ operation and sees to it that the country's 
interests are protected whenever necessary." 


The local peace committee has issued the following protest: "The concern of all the 
citizens in our area that know the deadly danger they are risking from the existence and 
operation near their homes of the U.S. Nea Makri base, the biggest of its kind in the 
Mediterranean, has become even greater since the recent release to the press and notifi- 
cation to the Marathon community of the decision on the enforced expropriation of about 
700 acres in Kato Souli Marathona, allegedly for the Greek Navy's needs. In reality, 
this has been done so the U.S. base can expand.” 


The local peace committee is organizing a gathering against the foreign military bases 
on Sunday 22 March at 2230. 


RIZOSPASTIS URGES APPROVAL OF BREZHNEV PROPOSALS 





NC181645 Athens RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 18 Mar 81 p 1 


[Editorial: "Serious Responsibilities" ] 


[Excerpts] The substantiated, constructive and specific Soviet proposals for peace are 
meeting worldwide support. People with good will see the Soviet Union's peaceful 
initiative as a realistic way out of the dangerously aggravated international situation-- 
as a positive approach toward the final removal of the threat of war and the arms race 
and to the consolidation of world detente and security. 
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The Greek people have paid--and are still paying today--a high price for the painful 
consequences of imperialist adventures and the policy “from a position of strength." 


The New Democracy government has given assurances that it will carefully study the Soviet 
proposals contained in Brezhnev's message. The New Democracy government has also admitted 
publicly that the proposals are “important and interesting.” At the same time, however, 
it hastened to clarify that its final stand would be aligned with the "line™ of the other 
EC and NATO member countries. 


The government's first stance raises reasonable questions for every Greek citizen, every 
friend of peace, beyond his individual political belief: 


--Where and by whom will the decision be taken on behalf of “sovereign” Greece? 


Will they be taken in Athens by the responsible government or in Washington and Brussels 
by the big Western partners? And if it is the government that will judge and decide, 
what is the meaning of its advance commitment that it will, one way or another, align 
itself with their position? 


However, the matter does not close here. The rightwing followers and all those who 
sided with them in the EEC issue can easily draw their conclusion: 


--They had been assured that the integration [into the EEC] safeguarded national sovereignty. 
Now they see our sovereign rights being openly alienated in the name of some "Atlantic 
solidarity." 


The initial government reaction to the Soviet proposals leaves ample room for ambiguity 
where a clear and positive stand is required. Even now the government has to face its 
serious responsibilities toward this country and toward our people's future. It should 
align its answer to the Soviet leader's message in the direction dictated by the supreme 
right of every man, every Greek citizen--the right to live. 
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IRANIAN DEFECTOR TO BE TRANSFERRED TO ANKARA 





TA181554 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1550 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Erzurum, 18 Mar (AA)--Iranian Air Force Colonel Yavit Hussein, who commandei'red a 
four-engine transport plane across the border to Van airport Monday asking for political 
asylum in Turkey or the United States, will probably be flown to Ankara Wednesday along 
with his wife, 43, who accompanied him. The 10-man crew, including the pilot and copilot, 
had been allowed to fly the aircraft back to Iran Tuesday, while the colonel and his wife 
were detained at Van. 


POLITICIAN REPORTED BEATEN UPON RETURN FROM EXILE 





NC191042 Paris AFP in English 1035 GMT 19 Mar 81 


[Text] Ankara, 19 Mar (AFP)--Turkish left-wing opposition leader Mustafa Kemal Camkiran 
was beaten up by police on admission to jail here on Tuesday, according to his lawyers. 


Mr Camkiran, who is on the Central Committee of the country's peasants party, returned 
from exile in West Germany the day before, and was at once interned at Mamak military 
prison. He had sought political asylum in West Germany last July, before the officers’ 
coup, and was subsequently among 275 opposition exiles the military regime summoned to 
return on pain of losing their nationality. 


Mr Camkiran's lawyers, Ugur Uzer and Nusret Senem, said they noticed that his body and hands 
were covered with bruises when they visited him the day after he entered jail. They 
immediately sent a telegram demand to Prime Minister Bulent Ulusu and the military 
prosecutor that he be examined by a doctor, and that legal proceedings be taken against 

the sergeant allegedly responsible for assaulting him. 


Before leaving West Germany on Monday Mr Camkiran indicated that he was giving himself 
up to Turkish authorities as a gesture of recognition for their “positive efforts" to 
restore democracy. 


BULGARIAN TRADE DELEGATION ARRIVES FOR TALKS 





TA181508 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1442 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] Ankara, 18 Mar (AA)--President of the Bulgarian Chamber of Trade and Industry 
Peter Rusov said by widening cooperation with Turkish businessmen Bulgarian business 
aimed at forming a "trade bridge” between the two countries. 


A delegation from the Bulgarian Chamber of Trade and Industry headed by Rusov arrived in 
Ankara today upon the invitation of President of the Turkish Chamber of Trade and 
Industry Mehmet Yazar. Rusov said two fairs will be opened in Bulgaria in May and September; 
one for consumer goods and another on technical products. During talks with officials 

of the Turkish Chamber of Trade, the Bulgarian delegation will propose to exhibit Turkish 
goods in these fairs, Rusov announced. 


Stating Bulgarian exports [to Turkey] exceeded its im sorts, Rusov hoped to increase trade 
relations between the two countries so that it would be better balanced. "We want to 
exhibit Bulgarian goods at the Izmir fair in particular," he added. Rusov also said the 
trade between Turkey and Bulgaria, which was doubled in recent years, had now reached” 
120 million dollars a year. 
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Joint investments in chemistry, metallurgy and electricity could be made by the two 
countries accompanied by the exchange of staff, Rusov stated. The Bulgarian delegation 
is expected to visit Izmir and Istanbul before leaving Turkey on March 25. 


VOTCP DECRIES CANCELLING OF MAY DAY, FREEDOM DAY 





TA1L90950 (Clandestine) Voice of Turkish Communist Party in Turkish to Europe and Turkey 
0600 GMT 19 Mar 81 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] The junta has cancelled or shortened a series of national holidays. Two holidays 
have been cancelled completely. One is May Day which is celebrated as the day of the 
working class’ international solidarity and struggle, and the second is Freedom and 
Constitution Day on 27 May. 


The junta has banned May Day. This holiday had been celebrated in our country since the 
end of the last century. It had been celebrated with red flags since 1924 and had been 
legally celebrated by our working class and all the progressive forces with mass rallies 
since 1974. This holiday has now been banned. 


Instead of punishing the perpetrators of the fascist massacre of 1 May 1977 when more than 
30 citizens were killed, the junta decided to ban May Day which was appropriated by the 
workers who sacrificed their lives for it. The junta is very wrong if it thinks that by 
a simple ruling it can eliminate this revolutionary tradition upheld by the world working 
calss since 1886. The history of the world working class is full of struggles waged 

to celebrate May Day and to show both to enemies and to friends the power of labor. The 
Turkish working class has known how to celebrate May Day with dignity in various periods 
and under all kinds of pressure. Those who think they have banned May Day should know 
very well that the working class is loyal to its revolutionary tradition and it is creative. 
Neither the junta nor bayonets can ban the working class’ international solidarity and 
Struggle day. The best answer to those who banned May Day will be given by the working 
class. 


The junta also banned the 27 May holiday. It banned the celebration as a holiday of the 
anniversary of the democratic event which was undertaken against the reactionary, U.S. 
collaborationist and traitor Bayar-Menderes dictatorship [in 1960]. By doing so, the 
junta ignored the defenders of the democratic tradition in the army. It made the dreams 
of Demirel, Bayar and the most reactionary press come true. Now, the convicted traitor, 
enemy of Kemalism and the enemy of national independence and laicism, Bayar, and his 
follower [Demirel] as well as all the other reactionary forces can dance with joy. By 
banning 27 May, the junta is trying to eradicate the historical roots of the 1961 consti- 
tution which has already been shelved. It is thus positioning itself against the broad 
masses and the democrats who defend the democratic rights--however limited--insured by 
the 1961 constitution. 


The banning of May Day and 27 May is a new attack against the working class and all 
democratic forces. The working class will keep alive the May Day struggle tradition on 
the one hand and continue to protect the rights insured by the 1961 constitution on the 
other. The working class is aware of the fact that any attack against democratic rights 
is also aimed against itself. 


The working class is also aware that, inevitably, the attacks against its rights will 
weaken all the democratic forces. The ruling circles will also realize soon that such 

bans will not be able to prevent democratic actions and that they will facilitate the unity 
of the other democratic forces with the working class. 
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